.+ . BaboquivariPeak: 100 ¥eers
. After First Recorded Ascent ?é

** .. an acquaintance, lookingrat Baboguivari Peak and then.at me. - |
; said, 'You can’t do it." g W R o -
©, Baboquivari Peaklies 50 miles southwest of Tucson, its conical ___-
"X compact shape jutting 7,740 feet into the sky. To-the-Tehono'Odam

. peaple, Baboguivari Peak is the sagred twelling of Iifoi the creator, and
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% w considered the aneker 0t spifitual center of the world. Butwhether one
1" fetards the pedk &S Sacred or not, if's-always held a fascination for.

& people living in the-area.’In the late 1800's a newly hired University of

" “Arizona prolessor, Dr. Rabert H. Forbes, resolved to be the firsLio climb
7§ the peak, then thought fo be inaccessible. “Forty-nine yed: 1ago, an  *

" aeqUaintance, looking at Baboguivari Peak and then at me gaid, "You E
L can'tdoit.” Forbes recalled in.a 1947 interview With the Arizona Daily i
" Star_“raccepied the challenga .. : Mg R X
F While thday we TaRe-forgranted a day trip to nearby mountains, ;| _
- LS sundred years age even the approach to Bég%mmmk daysby - i

wagon aid an horseback. On four separate trips, Forbes traveled fo the —

. peak looking Tor= way to.the top. Finally, on his fifth attempt on July 12,7 4 |

. 1898, hescaled Béﬁcquh_fgn with his Mexican porter, Lorenzo Montoya. £ &

i the three mostdifficiit pitches with the aid of a rope tied 1o
ke placing hes<atgn the-rock above by threadino the, -
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i towpl - the rope so his companion collt
e-arid Montoya Laifi a huge bonfire, so-kright that £
RIS L S0N0N,. 100 Miles foithe south, excitedly proclaimed -
- ﬂ. ntain had emiptedy ® i :
=" "Stossgone. seat-of panls missing, used up but triumphant” wrote
: Forbes.ir {u%ﬁs-h&mmed Iﬂw.agds hmiﬁé’ﬁé%mtgﬂetum ma:fp 3
" limes:gver ihe years, RIS Tast iy in 1947 on his 80th bithday g
o _Wae Forbes really the first to climb Baboquivari, or dith et ]
|~ the areg precede him? I's impossible to say for sure, but either way hel .~
. spedthaded.an era of recreational.climbing to the peak that continues to* & -
%+ thisday. Since Forbes' historic ascent, hundreds of peupiazhave enjoyed %
} )&Ebw@ and challenge of the climb. e
.. Meaniile, the Toflome-Clasham continue to regard Baboguivar =
4 a _ma__nifgs_ta_tl_ﬂﬁ ) d[l_.f_l_[!e To Iﬁumﬁﬁ“’m-{}wmnma i conguer i j
Vi ‘Baboquivari s alien to its Tots in their lives. And so, swde:w side, bath L
& § cultures revere this mauntain for diffeient reasons, May we Cuntlfnue' o :i
. - mespectiully share this special place as the “Ei-f'ﬂﬁmﬂw-unfalds T

» astJuly, a.gmup from Tucson ascended Baboguivari in horior of- - |

{ for ;;_wm cllq.gb 100.years earlier. Peite Cowgill, long-time Tucson !
| hikeraftclimber, provided the ispiration for the trip, having climbed :

Baboquivart numerous ties ana become familiar with its history when !

. heinenviewed Forbes in 1360, a year before his death,

we____The-graup DT follewed ihe original route from Thomas Canyon to

4 the north saddle and up.4 Ong them were Dave Baker owner of the

e Summit Hutand 5 Hark?, Search and Rescye Ec:urrding member, ?
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